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Gold Rush ï 5.10b Just Like Ice Climbing ï 5.10a Double or Nothing ï 5.10a Agent Orange ï 5.10c 

    

Pick of the Splitters ï 5.10c Fire In The Sky ï 5.10a The Depths of Despair ï 5.8+ ..and here was beauty ï 5.10a 
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Introduction 

 
Aberdeen Columns have been visited by climbers since 1998 but it was 
not seriously developed until the summers of 2008 and 2009. 
 
Almost all routes were put up using a ground-up approach and no bolts 
have been placed for protection.  Most of the routes are of good quality 
and should improve with some traffic.  Several of the routes have been 
scrubbed, where required, and the majority of the loose rock has been 
scaled.  That said, most routes have only seen only a few ascents to 
date so expect variable conditions.  Include a wire brush on your rack 
and help improve Aberdeen Columns. 
 
Anchors:  Several chain belay/ rappel stations have been installed 
across the top of Aberdeen Wall.  Anchor are above Goldrush, 
Springboard, Agent Orange, Pick of the Splitters, Up From the Abyss 
and Full Body Stone (plus a few other projects).  The rest of the walls 
use tree anchors, with about six permanent chains.  
 
Access to Top:  There is a 4

th
 class set of natural steps at the left side 

of Aspen Pillars between Arborcide and Shortcut.  Look for small tree. 
 
Grades:  The climbs seem consistently graded across the Columns and 
similar to Cougar Canyon, but consensus will eventually dictate the final 
numbers.  The cracks are close together so most routes are comprised 
of two cracks brought together by proximity.   
 
Letters on the topos indicate the same pillar from one photo to the next. 
 
Disclaimer:  Rock climbing is a dangerous activity carrying a significant 
risk of personal injury or death, and should be undertaken with a full 
understanding of all inherent risks.  This compilation is only a guide to 
the climbs, a composition of opinions from a few sources, some of 
which may not be accurate.  The information contained in this pamphlet 
may not reflect the circumstances of a particular climb on any given 
day, and it must always be used in conjunction with the exercise of 
experience, tuition and careful judgment. 

Directions 
 

¶ Highway #6 (east):  Drive from Vernon 16.3km east to 
Lavington, B.C. in the Coldstream Creek valley. 

¶ Right onto Park Lane and follow 0.7km to Learmouth Road. 

¶ Turn left onto Learmouth Rd and follow for 1.7km to Reid Rd 

¶ Turn left onto Reid Rd and follow for 1.2km to Whitevale Rd. 

¶ Turn right onto Whitevale Road which becomes Bluenose 
Road when the pavement ends after about 1km. 

¶ Wind up the Bluenose Road for 8km to the start of the 
Aberdeen Forest Service Road. 

¶ Turn left onto the Aberdeen ï Haddow Lake Road at 
between the 10km - 11km sign boards.  Many signs to other 
lakes (Aberdeen, Nicklen). 

¶ Follow this road to 18.1km being sure to stay right just past 
the bridge (12km) and left at the junction at 14km. 

¶ Park near the 90 degree corner along the road.  The trail 
heads into the trees on the east side of the road.    

¶ Hike up through the trees on the trail beside the boulderfield 
for about 5 minutes to The Headwall.  Hike across the 
boulders to the rest of the crags. 

This guide is free to print, copy and share.  Please send new route 
information to lknight4@hotmail.com. 

mailto:lknight4@hotmail.com
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ABERDEEN WALL -  LEFT   ABERDEEN WA LL -  MIDDLE  

 

 

 
 

# Name Who When 5.? 

     

1 UNCLIMBED    

2 GOLD RUSH LK 09/07/08 10b 

3 ALL THAT GLITTERS GW/LK 09/07/08 10c 

4 FIRE IN THE SKY GW/LK 09/07/08 10a 

5 BAT ON ROUGE LK/GW 09/07/08 10a 

6 SPRINGBOARD GW/LK 08/31/08 10a/b 

7 A CHOCKWORK ORANGE LK/GW 08/31/08 10b 

8 TEN-DIGIT DIALING LK 09/05/09 C1 

9 IN-DECENT BASALT GW/LK 08/31/08 10a 

10 AGENT ORANGE GW/LK 09/07/08 10c 

11 PANAMA RED GW/LK 09/13/08 10a 

12 A MOVEABLE FEAST LK/GW 05/24/09 10b/c X 

13 PICK OF THE SPLITTERS LK/GW 09/07/08 10c 
 

 # Name Who When 5.? 

     

1 A CHOCKWORK ORANGE LK/GW 08/31/08 10b 

2 TEN-DIGIT DIALING LK 09/05/09 C1 

3 IN-DECENT BASALT GW/LK 08/31/08 10a 

4 AGENT ORANGE GW/LK 09/07/08 10c 

5 PANAMA RED GW/LK 09/13/08 10a 

6 A MOVEABLE FEAST LK/GW 05/24/09 10b/c X 

7 PICK OF THE SPLITTERS LK/GW 09/07/08 10c 

8 ABERDEEN CRACK LK 09/05/09 C1 

9 BANANA SPLITS LK 09/16/09 C1 

10 PLENTY Oô NUTTINô LK 09/16/09 C2 

11 DOMINO LK 09/10/09 C1 

12 GROUND ZERO LK 09/10/09 C1 

13 KARMA CRACK GW/LK 09/26/09 10d 
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ABERDEEN WA LL -  RIGHT  ASPEN PILLARS ï LEFT 1   

  
 

 

# Name Who When 5.? 

     

1 DOMINO LK 09/10/09 C1 

2 GROUND ZERO LK 09/10/09 C1 

3 KARMA CRACK GW/LK 09/26/09 10d 

4 MET A GIRL FROM MODOR LK 09/05/09 C2 

5 BUMP AND GRIND LK/GW 09/26/09 C1 

6 TIMELINE LK/GW 09/26/09 C2 

7 UP FROM THE ABYSS GW/LK 05/24/09 10a 

8 STEM CELL LK/GW 09/26/09 11a 

9 THE DEPTHS OF DESPAIR GW/LK 09/20/08 8+ 

10 FULL BODY STONE LK/GW 09/20/08 8 

11 MORTAL COIL LK/GW 09/20/08 9 

12 THE WATCHTOWER GW/BN 1999 9 
 

# Name Who When 5.? 

     

1 THE WATCHTOWER GW/BN 1999 9 

2 PLAN B LK/TL 2005 8 

3 SON OF A PREACHER MAN LK/TL 2005 7 

4 GRAY AREA LK 05/31/09 8 

5 GRAY MATTER LK 05/31/09 7 

6 FECES AT RISK LK 05/31/09 6 X 

7 DOMINO LK 05/31/09 8 

8 GREYSTOKE LK 05/31/09 7 

9 GRAYBACK LK 05/31/09 7 

 
The Aspen Pillars are about 200m long in the treed section between the two 
boulder fields, and range from 12m to 16m in height.  There is a fourth class 
ramp between Arborcide and Shortcut just inside the trees from Aberdeen Wall. 

 


